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Nobel's own statements, as recorded by one of the witnesses
referred to above : " In this connection I feel I ought to say that
Doctor Nobel stated on several occasions that he wished primarily
to be of service to research workers, since they generally find it
more difficult to turn their successful discoveries to profit, these
being generally exploited by others. On the other hand, he used to
say that a technical expert who was industrious, energetic and
resourceful, would have less difficulty in making his way and
reaping the reward of his efforts himself." As the Will is drafted,
however, it is impossible to take such considerations into account.
A Rothschild who had " made the most notable contribution to
imaginative literature" would necessarily win the prize for literature,
and a physicist who had made a discovery worth millions to him
would under the Will be entitled to the prize for physics if the
discovery were such as to deserve it, although neither event would
be in accordance with Nobel's real intentions. His intention was,
not to confer distinctions for scientific achievement, but to render
help where help was needed. One of the witnesses to the Will
made the following statement: " It was absolutely his intention
that the prize winners should be awarded the very considerable
sums provided for under the Will. I am convinced from my
conversations with Doctor Nobel that he was not in the least
interested in giving small sums as a reward without any real use.
His desire was, as he always stated, to place those whose work
showed promise in a position of such complete independence that
they would in the future be able to devote their whole energies to
their work. His wish was not to reward work that had been done,
or talents that showed promise, but to give an opportunity for
fruitful development." Another witness stated: "The under-
signed hereby testifies that Herr Alfred Nobel, in the course of
conversation, made the following statement to him, which may
possibly assist in the interpretation of his Will. A few months
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